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which the inevitable manoeuvres of resentful monks produced upon the new Pope. It is noteworthy, however, that Leo XIII did not retaliate, and it is certain that the so-called " expulsion " of the monks was an event that had no relation whatever with the subsequent measure of Separation, which was largely due to the difficulties raised by Pius X in connexion with the Concordat and M. Loubet's visit to Rome.
With the accession of the new Pope the partisans of the old regime recovered their liberty and their audacity. Pius X, the dupe of the insinuations of exiled monks, and the victim of anti-French influences in the Triple Alliance, and of his own doctrinaire piety, abandoned the prudent tem-porizations of his predecessor, and indulged in act after act (such as sending his benediction to the League of French Women, a dangerous engine of war against the Republic) which renewed the old and dangerous policy of the Pope of the Syllabus. When M. Loubet visited the King of Italy Pius X addressed to the European Powers a protest against that visit, couched in terms offensive to France. The insult to France was aggravated by the fact that certain phrases relating to an eventual recall of the papal nuncio did not figure in the copy sent to the French Government. For the Vatican the visit of the President of the Republic to the King of Italy was that of a Catholic sovereign to the heir of the State that had despoiled the head of the Church of his temporal authority. That temporal power is regarded by the Vatican as the keystone of law and justice throughout the planet. By the destruction of that keystone in 1870 all the stones of the arch, one after another, necessarily fell. From the point of view of the Vatican the visit of M. Loubet was an affront. The policy of the Vatican has been to pit France against Italy, compromising the " Eldest Daughter of the Church," by the affirmation of a persistent and naive confidence in her intention to intervene sooner or later for the restoration of the temporal power. Were the Vatican.